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Course Description

The course is designed to provide students the knowledge necessary to critically read research reports and conduct research.  The course covers general organization of research, research methods, statistical methods, evaluation of library and information science literature, and research design.

Course Goals

Upon successful completion of this course, a student will recognize the structure, components, and sequence of a research report, types of research and terminology.

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Using information from reading assignments, describe the structure, components, and sequence of a research report.

2. Using information from reading assignments, define types of research and research terminology used in reports.

3. Analyzing the correct contexts for various different types of social science research design as applied to the library and information sciences. 

4. The evaluation of fellow students’ research reports and the design of a research project of one’s own.

Instructional Methods and Evaluation

· Participation in blackboard collaborate sessions…….20 %

· In-class readings quizzes
…………………40 %

· Research proposal 
…………………40 %

Grading Scale

98-100 – A+

95-97   – A

92-94   – A-

89-91   – B+

86-88   – B

83-85   – B-

80-82   – C+

75-79   – C

70-74   – C-

0 -69   –  F

Participation in Blackboard Collaborate: Each week on Wednesday at 7pm, there will be Blackboard Collaborate session lasting one hour. It will be a chance for students to register their opinions on issues about which the class is reading. Attendance at ¾ of the sessions is required as is participation (either spoken or chat). 

In-Class Readings and Quizzes: There will be four quizzes on the readings.  The quizzes will be short answer/fill in the blank. They will be put up in Blackboard the Friday morning and must be completed before Sunday at 9pm of that week. They will be in Blackboard and will be timed at one hour—meaning you have an hour to complete them from the time you begin. 

Research Proposal: (Also see Research Proposal handout in Bb.) Each student will write a research proposal on a topic of her or his choosing, as approved by the instructor. A (roughly) 15-page research paper on a research topic. Obviously, this gives the student a lot of latitude. Still, I urge students to check with me to make sure a given topic is (a) practicable and (b) appropriate. Use the citation format with which you feel most comfortable so long as it is widely accepted in some field. Papers will cite at least six to seven academically reputable sources (i.e., no suspect web detritus; for the moment, I am including Wikipedia under that heading). Due November 19 at 5pm. Extensions require documentation. N.B.: Students are not being asked to carry out research only to write a proposal. I will be issuing a separate handout detailing what is included in this assignment  
Disabilities: If you need help with any special needs, do not hesitate to let instructor know.
Late Assignments: Are accepted without penalty under exceptional (and documented) circumstances. In unexceptional circumstances, grades for late assignments fall a half letter grade each day they are late.

Incomplete Grades: Are also given in exceptional circumstances, which can include major health problems, emergency, death in family, natural disaster, or other major adverse events.

Plagiarism: From SLIS FAQs:

“What happens if I plagiarize? 
NCCU and the School of Library and Information Sciences do not tolerate any form of cheating or plagiarism. 

As a graduate student, you should know what cheating and plagiarism are, but if you are not sure about what constitutes cheating or plagiarism, see the following resources: 

· "Plagiarism: What It Is And How to Recognize And Avoid It," a Web site at Indiana University (http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml) 

· Purdue University (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html) 

At the least, plagiarism will earn you an F or a zero on the assignment. It may earn you an F in the course or even lead to your dismissal from the University.” 
Textbooks

Wildemuth, Barbara, ed. Applications of Social Research Methods to Questions in Information and Library Science (ISBN: 978-1591585039)
Tentative Schedule

Week 

	Aug. 22-26
	Introduction to Course

Personal  Introductions

Reading:

Wildemuth, Ch. 1


	Aug. 29-Sept. 2


	Readings:

Hernon, Peter, and Charles R. McClure. "Unobtrusive Reference Testing: The 55 Percent Rule."  Library Journal 111 (April 15, 1986): 37-41.

Durrance, Joan C. "Reference Success: Does the 55 Percent Rule Tell the Whole Story?" Library Journal 114 (April 15, 1989): 31-36.

Richardson, John V.  “Reference is Better than We Thought.”  Library Journal 127 (April 15, 2002): 41-42.  URL: http://www.libraryjournal.com/index.asp?layout=article&articleId=CA206407.




	Sept. 5-9
	Quiz 1 Due

Readings:

Wildemuth, Ch. 2-4

Chatman, Elfreda A.  “Life in a Small World: Applicability of Gratification Theory to Information-Seeking Behavior.”  Journal of the American Society for Information Science  42 (1991): 438-449.



	Sept. 12-16
	Part 1 of the Research Proposal Assignment Due

Readings:

Wildemuth, Chs. 5-6


	Sept. 19-23
	Readings:

Wildemuth, Chs. 7-8 

Bookstein, Abraham.  “Questionnaire Research in a Library Setting.”  Journal of Academic Librarianship 11 (March 1985): 24-28.



	Sept. 26-30
	Quiz 2 Due

Readings: Wildemuth, Chs. 9-10



	Oct. 3-7
	Part 2 of the Research Proposal Assignment Due

Readings:

Wildemuth, Chs. 25-26

Roszkowski, Michael J., John S. Baky, and David B. Jones.  “So Which Score on the LibQual+ Tells Me if Library Users are Satisfied?”  Library & Information Science Research 27 (2005): 424-439.

	Oct. 10-14
	Readings:

Wildemuth, Ch. 12

Baker, Sharon L.  “Will Fiction Classification Schemes Increase Use?”  RQ 27 (1988): 366-377.


	Oct. 18-21
	Fall Break Monday

Part 3 of the Research Proposal Assignment Due
Readings:

Wildemuth, Chs. 13-18

	Oct. 24-28
	Quiz 3 Due

Readings:

Wildemuth, Chs, 19-22

	Oct. 31-Nov. 4
	Readings:
Wildemuth, Chs. 23-24

Haddow, Gaby, and Jane E. Klobas.  “Communication of Research to Practice in Library and Information Science: Closing the Gap.”  Library & Information Science Research 26 (2004): 29-43.

	Nov. 7-18
	Final Research Proposal Due: November 19
Readings:

Wildemuth, Chs. 27-31

	Nov.22-Dec 3
	Feedback 
Readings:

Wildemuth, Chs. 33-34, 38
Quiz 4 Due




